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It's human nature to resist change. Especially if we're comfortable 
the way we are. 

So it wasn't surprising that we as Husker fans were, collectively, 
less than thrilled in January of 2004 when Bill Callahan arrived 
in town and began to change everything, including the way 
we did most everything. Even things that we didn’t think 
needed changing, like our tried and true option offense, got an 
overhaul...and we didn't like it. 

Some of us, yours truly included, bemoaned “Extreme 
Makeover, Husker Edition,’ and told everyone who would listen 


that this newfangled, NFL-style West Coast Offense stuff 
wasn't going to work at Nebraska. We should stay with the 
option and the ground-based attack, because, well, that was 
the Nebraska way. It had worked for the better part of two and 
a half decades, why change now? Someone, please put a stop 
to all this horrifying change, we cried. 

There was no stopping all the change. People much smarter 
than we had set the wheels in motion, and the changes started 
happening almost immediately. 

Many in Husker Nation didn’t like all this change, and since 
they couldn't stop it, they withdrew. They stopped lending their 
support, financial and otherwise, to the program in order to 
show everyone that they didn’t like the way all this change had 
taken place, One prominent booster told me at the time that 


“Fr Ct 
Sitbivn, nis, ea A 
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while he had nothing against Callahan, he didn't want to talk to 
Steve Pederson anymore. 

More than 33 months have now passed, including almost 
three full football seasons. Ever so slowly, we're all coming to 
grips with this change. We've accepted this newfangled offense, 
one that has proven it helps Nebraska recruit more and better 
football players. We saw our young team hold their own against 
the mighty USC Trojans, and then nearly upset the defending 
national champion Texas Longhorns on their way to winning the 
Big 12 North. Maybe all this change wasn't so bad after all. 


It's not so bad because it’s destined to put Nebraska right 
back where it belongs — in the hunt for college football's National 
Championship — much sooner than later. So if you haven't done 
so already, it’s time to send Steve Pederson a thank you note 
and let him know that you can see now that he was right all 
along. Thank him for keeping the faith. 

However, all is not cured. There's still one final step to take. 
It's time for those wayward supporters out there, the ones who 
withdrew when all this change started, who are still hanging 
on to their hurt feelings, to just let it go. Let go of what ‘angst’ 
remains and just come home. Husker Nation wants you back. Get 
yourselves back to Memorial Stadium. Bring your checkbooks, 
embrace and enjoy the new age of Nebraska football, and 
basketball too. Change can be good. 
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They are 3,000 members strong and growing. And they are a 
big part of the future of the Nebraska football program. 


They are the Nebraska Touchdown Booster Club, originated 
in 1957 solely to raise money for the Husker football program. 
Boosters come and go, but organizations like this with staying 
power are vital if a program is to thrive. The Touchdown Club 
has staying power to spare. 


With this issue, we officially join forces — The Cornhusker is 
now the “Official Publication of the Touchdown Club." From our 
end, we are thrilled to be associated with the longest standing 
booster club at Nebraska and proud that the organization sees 
a benefit in joining us. From this issue forward, all the members 
of the Touchdown Club will begin receiving The Cornhusker. 


Dean Kratz is the current leader of the Touchdown Club. 
A Husker fan for five decades, Dean is very proud of the 
organization’s contribution — this year it was well over $1 
million — to Husker football. 


“The main benefit (to being a Touchdown Club member) is that 
you help the program.” Said Kratz. “Your membership dues are 
used in some way to benefit the Nebraska football program.” 


There are other perks as well. He continued, “This year, and 
from now on, the members of the Touchdown Club will be 
invited to one of the spring football practices and will gather 
afterwards with the team and the coaches for a reception event.” 


Members also get “some priority with regard to football tickets, 
parking and other football related events...” However, number 


one on the list will always be being part of the success on 
the field. 


There are no hoops to jump through, no red tape to get past in 
order to join. All that’s required is a love for Nebraska football. 
For more information on how to contribute and how to become 
a member of the Nebraska Touchdown Club, contact the 
Nebraska Athletic Development office at 402.472.2367, or 
email to developo@huskers.com. 


Go Big Red! 


we 


Mark Knudson 
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By Lane Grindle 
Husker Sports Network 


Has anyone located the 2006 football season 
script yet? If you do, let me know. | could use it! 
This season has my heart jumping out of my chest! 
Many of us, “optimists,” believed that this was the 
year that Nebraska would reposition itself near the 
top of the college football mountain. It just seemed 
with chances against USC and Texas that Nebraska 
could grab the national spotlight in one season. 
Those opportunities came and went during the 
regular season. Frustrating and disappointing, but 
forgivable. That doesn’t mean Nebraska has been 
road-blocked from the path to the peak. It just means 
that they may need to set up base camp in San 
Diego, Jacksonville, Dallas, or San Antonio at the 
end of this season. 

| keep wondering what Zac Taylor's legacy will 
be when he leaves Lincoln. Will he be one of the 
greats? Will he be a paper tiger? | highly doubt the 
latter, but I'm not so confident in the former either. 
At Nebraska, legacies are defined by leadership, 
Statistics, and most importantly, championships. 
While Zac certainly has the statistics for the argument 
and most likely the leadership, he doesn’t have 
what Jerry Tagge, Dave Humm, Tommie Frazier, and 
Scott Frost have - hardware. | know, | know Turner 
Gill is considered one of the greats but he won big 
games and came as close as you can to winning 
a National Championship. Zac needs hardware for 
that argument to be prudent. 

The football team isn't the only one going through 
a transition. So are we at the former Pinnacle 
Sports Network. You've likely read or heard by now 
that the company has been purchased by Host 
Communications out of Lexington, KY. Turns out 
there will be very few changes - outside of Kent 
Pavelka now voicing Husker Basketball and the name 
change to the Husker Sports Network. All in all, this 
is a great thing both for the employees of HSN and 
the University of Nebraska. Host Communications 
is a great company that will allow the University to 
continue growing in the right direction. 

The name of this column, “The Fast Lane” is 
somewhat ironic. | was, once upon a time, a 
sprinter at the University of South Dakota. However, 
these days | would not be able to live up to the 
name. Maybe the “Marginally Quick Lane" would 
better apply? 
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FIRST AND TENTH 


TEN BEST BOWL GAME PERFORMANCES 


1969 Sun Bowl: Kicker Patul Rogers hits four field goals and 
four PAT's to earn Offensive Player of the Game honors as the Huskers 
rout Georgia 45-6 in the first of what would become an NCAA record 34 
consecutive bowl game appearances. 





| 
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1976 Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl: QB Vince Ferragamo 
twice leads the Huskers back from 10-poit deficits to overcome Texas Tech 
27-24. Ferragamo throws for 118 yards and a pair of touchdowns, including 
the game winner. 


2005 Alamo Bowl: I-Back Cory Ross rushes for 161 yards and 
a key fourth quarter touchdown as the Huskers overcome an 11- point fourth 
quarter deficit to beat Michigan 32-28. 














record breaking 240 yards and scores two touchdowns to lead an offensive 
onslaught against outmanned Northwestern. The Huskers set a new NCAA 
record for points in a bowl game in the 66-17 rout, and set another new mark 
with nine offensive touchdowns. 


2000 Alamo Bowl: I-Back Dan Alexoamder rushes for a 





1984 Orange Bowl: I-Back Jeff Smith fills in for injured Heisman 
winner Mike Rozier in the second half of NU's painful 31-30 loss to Miami. The 
junior rushes for 99 yards and a pair of fourth quarter touchdowns that nearly 
earn the Huskers the national title. Smith's 24 yard TD run on fourth and eight 
with just 48 seconds left got the Huskers within a point. (We all know what 
happened next...) 





1995 Orange Bowl: Touchdown Tommie Frazier, who 
missed all but three games of the regular season, comes off the bench 
to lead the Huskers to a 24-17 win over Miami and earn the first National 
Championship for Head Coach Tom Osborne. Frazier entered the game with 
NU trailing 17-9 in the third quarter before leading the Huskers on a pair of 
fourth quarter touchdown drives to secure the victory. 


1974 Sugar Bowl: Tough Tony Davis rushes for 126 yards to 
lead the Huskers to a come from behind 13-10 win over Florida. Davis wins his 
second consecutive Bowl game MVP award, having also been honored for his 
106 yard performance a year before in the Cotton Bowl win over Texas. 





assault of Tennessee that earns a 42-17 win and Coach Tom Osborne's third 
national title in his final game. Green rushes for 206 of the Huskers 409 
rushing yards and scores a pair of touchdowns in the rout. 








1973 Orange Bowl: Heisman Trophy winner Johnny 
RRodgeTS rips Notre Dame by scoring four touchdowns and passing for 
another in the Huskers 40-6 trouncing of the Irish. Starting at Il-Back for the 
first time, Rodgers rushed for 81 yards and adds 71 receiving along with his 
52-yard TD pass. 





1996 Fiesta Bowl: Touchdown Tommie Frazier runs over 
and through the Florida Gator defense for a Fiesta Bowl record 199 yards and 
a pair of spectacular touchdowns as the Big Red destroyed the Florida Gators 
62-24 to complete a second straight unbeaten season and secure another 
National Championship. 


1998 Orange Bowl: I-Back Ahman Green leads a ground 




































Tough Tony’s 


HALK TALK 


pnt "ST ne C yg” play 


with Tony Davis 





The “Stretch” play is designed to stretch the defense to create multiple 
running lanes for the ball carrier. 


I The right guard, right tackle and tight end all step to the right, where 

u& the tight end will attempt to lock on to the defensive end, the guard 
and tackle try to block the right defensive tackle and middle linebacker 
with a combination block. 


*) The center and left guard will step right and combination block the 
x \eft defensive tackle and left outside linebacker, while the left tackle 
will step to the right and cut off any backside pursuit. 


) The fullback is responsible for the right outside linebacker. He 

%/ takes an outside path to the linebacker. All are attempting to pin the 
defense, using their own momentum against them by taking the would be 
tackler whichever direction he wants to go without losing contact. 


| This creates multiple running lanes for the ball carrier to choose from. 





Going Camping 
Kids with aspirations to play for the Big Red can sign up for Husker sports 
camps that happen regularly during the year. The Big Red Football School, 
Basketball and Volleyball camps are during the summer months, with 
Baseball in the late fall and Soccer during the winter. Getting signed up is 
easy. Camp applications are available at www.huskers.com, or you can Call 
directly to the office of the sport of your choice. 
2007 Big Red Football School: 402.472.3116 
soys Basketball Camps: 402.472.2265 
Nebraska Baseball Academy: 402.472.2269 
Giris& asketball Camps: 402.472.6462 
folleyball Camps: 402.472.2399 
Softball Camps: 402.472.8801 
Soccer Winter Academy: 402.472.0456 
Wrestling Camps: 402.472.9430 
At many of the camps, current Husker athletes serve as assistant coaches 
for the kids. Trainers are on hand to ensure safety and that medical attention 
is available. Campers can enjoy first-class housing in on-campus residence 
halls, and overnight campers receive buffet-style meals. 

















He's best remembered for his two fourth quarter, game 
clinching touchdown runs in the 24-17 Orange Bowl win 
over Miami in 1995, a win that earned Head Coach Tom 
Osborne his first National Championship. Countless 
Husker fans have the photo of Cory Schlesinger tum- 
bling into the end zone displayed proudly in their homes. 
It's an image that will endure forever in Husker Nation. 

Fullback was a key cog in Nebraska's option offense 
during the mid 1990's, and few played the position 
better than Schlesinger. During his senior season, his 
second as the starting fullback, the Duncan, Nebraska 
native carried 63 times for 456 yards — an amazing 7.2 
yards per carry average - and scored four touchdowns. 
He was an Academic All-Big Eight selection that year 
with a 3.44 grade point average in industrial technology. 

In true fullback style, Schlesinger's favorite moment 
from his Orange Bow! appearances was not his game 
clinching touchdown run against Miami. It happened at 
the very start of the 1994 game. 

“At the 1994 Orange Bowl, during the opening kick- 
off return, | knocked a guy out.” Schlesinger recalled. “| 
don't remember who it was..." 

Schlesinger has 
gone on to play 
in the NFL for the 
Detroit Lions, the 
team that drafted 
him in 1995. One 
of just 22 Huskers 
to have played a 
decade in the NFL, 
Cory has become one of the most important players on 
the Detroit roster. 

“He's the epitome of not only a Lion, but a football 
player” Detroit Communications Director Bill Keenist 
told Motor City Sports Magazine in October. “Cory has 
displayed dedication, commitment, and a work ethic 
that is unrivaled”. 

Schlesinger has excelled as one of the best blocking 
fullbacks in the NFL, as well as providing stellar play 
on special teams. From 1995 to 2001, he tallied 118 
special team tackles — the most on the team. He's con- 
tributed to the offense with 189 receptions for more 
than 1,400 yards and 14 touchdowns. He's been a 
Pro-Bowl alternate the last two years. 

Schlesinger says he “never had any” disappointments 
while at Nebraska and credits Hall of Fame coach Tom 
Osborne for his success. 

“My most lasting memory of my time at Nebraska is 
the influence Tom Osborne had on me,” he recalled. 
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NEW COACH 


INTRODUCING DOC’S ACES ANTS... 


New Husker men’s basketball coach Doc Sadler brought some familiar faces with him to Lincoln to 
make up his first coaching staff. David Anwar, Tony Benford and Philip Mathews will share the bench 
with Sadler this season. 

“I've known David for several years and have worked closely with him at UTEP and at Arkansas-Fort 
Smith,” Sadler said. “I know that he will help us in many areas, not just recruiting and game manage- 
ment. He is committed to developing better players and better people, and he will make a great addition 
David Anwar to our first staff here at Nebraska.” 

Anwar, who is in his second stint as an assistant coach under Sadler, comes to the Huskers after 
spending the last two seasons in El Paso, where he served as the Miners’ director of operations. 

“I'm excited to be in Lincoln and appreciate the opportunity to be back on the sideline with Coach 
Sadler;’ Anwar said. “I've worked side-by-side with him for several years and understand what he is 
trying to accomplish both on and off the court.’ 

Benford was the first assistant Sadler hired at Nebraska for the 2006-07 season. He originally joined 
Sadler's staff at Texas-El Paso in July, before following Sadler to Nebraska in August. Benford had 
been added to the Miners’ staff after eight seasons on the Arizona State bench where he served as an 
assistant coach for his first six years in Tempe. 
| soe A veteran recruiter and technician with more than 20 years experience as a head coach, Mathews re- 
Tony Benford turns to the Division | level for the first time since serving as head coach at San Francisco for nine years. 
Mathews took over the Dons program in time for the 1995-96 season and won at least 16 games in 
each of his first three seasons. Among the early highlights was the 1998 campaign when his squad 
posted a 19-11 mark that led to San Francisco's first NCAA Tournament appearance since 1982. 

“I'm glad to have Tony and Phil join our program, and | think the fans should be excited to have people 
on our staff with the energy and talent -- both in recruiting and developing players — that they bring,’ 
Sadler said. 

“It's an honor to get a chance to work at such a great university like Nebraska and to work with one 
of the top coaches in the country in Doc Sadler,” Benford said. “With the tradition at Nebraska, the 
outstanding fan support for all the programs and playing in the Big 12 Conference, this could be a 
special place for basketball” 











Philip Mathews 








Nebraska has a commanding lead in the race to lead the nation in 
Academic All-America selections. Going into the current school year, 
Nebraska has produced 233 Academic All-America selections in all 
sports. The next three best... 


2. NOTRE DAME 176 
3. M.1.T. 127 
4. PENN STATE 121 





... and it’s not just the football team (nation-leading 89 honorees) that 
excels in the classroom. Volleyball and softball lead the nation, too... 


All Sports Academic 
—_ | NIE AN aalsyalere sy | 
the next 3 best... i 





1. NU VOLLEYBALL 28 
2. NU SOFTBALL 24 
3. NU TRACK 23 


8 The Cornhusker (Men & Women) 


















The Nebraska Football Camps provide an 
outstanding opportunity for players between ages 
8 andls.to.enhance,theiroverall football skills 
7 while Weteiving one-on-one attention from the 
Nebraska Coaching Staffa 
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The number to call for Husker basketball season tickets is 1-800-8BIGRED, Write that down; by 
the end of this column, you're going to need it. 

When | was asked to write a column on how Nebraska could become a basketball power, | was 
less than enthused. After spending about an hour with perhaps one of the greatest basketball 
recruiters of all time, I've changed my mind. Mark Warkentein is currently the vice president of 
basketball operations for the Denver Nuggets. Back in the 1980's, he was an assistant coach 
and recruiting coordinator for the UNLV Runnin’ Rebels. Remember them? Larry Johnson and 
Stacy Augmon led the team that crushed Duke in the 1990 championship game 103-73 - still the 
largest margin of victory in NCAA finals history. You could make the argument that this was the 
greatest NCAA basketball team of all time. How'd they do it? Pure talent. 

You can be the greatest coach in the world, but you can't win without talent. In college, that 
means recruiting. You need people who can go out and get talent. That's what Mark Warkentein 
did at UNLV for Jerry Tarkanian for 11 years. Bring in talent. That's what Doc Sadler and his new 
right hand man Phillip Mathews will do at Nebraska. When they took over, my first thought was 
“Who?” But consider what Mark Warkentein had to say about Doc Sadler and Phillip Mathews 
when it came to recruiting. 

“A dynamic duo,’ said Warkentein. “Most times, when they hire new guys, they talk about a five 
year plan. With these two guys, they just skipped the first 3 or 4 years. My hats off to the AD 
(Steve Pederson). As opposed to hiring a big name, all (he) did was go get two guys who can 
and will get the job done. | don't know who the other assistants are and I’m afraid to ask... but if 
they're any good, you have murderers’ row.’ 

Warkentein had more rave reviews. “I'm telling you, | was good at this stuff (recruiting), and I'd 
want no part of either one (Sadler or Mathews). The two of them together? Holy cow. If I’m in 
Vegas and saw those two playing poker...I’d find another table” 

Warkentein said that every year, in the junior college ranks, there are two or three guys whom 
the NBA people need to see. One of the guys he would call was Doc Sadler to find out who 
those guys were. “Doc never missed. Doc knows juco in the heartland. Not a guy walking the 
earth who knows it better” 

Yes, this is one man’s opinion. But | know Warkentein; we work together, and | respect him and 
his career. He respects Sadler. 

“Doc was a guy whom | feared (in the recruiting battles)” recalled Warkentein. “You better 
do your work. Recruiting against him you better do your homework and you better lace up your 
shoes. When Doc walked into a gym, | hoped he wasn’t recruiting my guy.” 

Warkentein and Mathews have a longer history, having both grown up in Riverside, California, 
playing many games on the old black top at Bobby Bonds park. “I was the only white kid playing 
there, mainly because | would just pass,” he smiled. “] passed the ball to Phillip.... known in those 
parts as ‘half’ because he was half man / half dog. Phillip was the playground king." 

When he got into coaching, Mathews nearly convinced Reggie Miller to go to Cal State 
Fullerton. How is that possible? Warkentein was at UNLV and remembers calling the Miller 
household and talking to Reggie's father, Daryl, who informed him that UNLV was out of the 
running for Reggie's services. It was down to Cal State Fullerton or UCLA. “What else is new? 
He (Mathews) kicked my butt more than once. In a very difficult conference (the Big 12), it just 
got more difficult, because Nebraska just got better. You better get them this year, because next 
year it won't be that easy’ 

Wow... fired up yet? It’s a simple formula really. Work it backwards. In order to win, you need 
great players; in order to get great players you need great recruiters. Nebraska now has great 
recruiters... two of the best in the country. Step one is taken care of. Nebraska has made a 
commitment to be a basketball force. They have the coaches; they have the facilities; they will 
soon have the players and you know they have the fans. You better jump on board now. Good 
seats will be going fast. Don't say | didn't warn you. That number again: 1-800-8BIGRED., 


Jason Kosmicki is the Director of Broadcasting for Altitude Sports and Entertainment and is the host of 
the Denver Nuggets pre and post game radio shows. 
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Last season was two times the success for wrestler Robert 
Sanders, as he earned both a trip to the NCAA Championships 
and Academic All America honors as a sophomore. 

Wrestling at 149 pounds, Sanders was the fifth seed in the 
Big 12 Championships before winning a pair of matches over 
Josh Wagner of Missouri and lowa State’s Jason Knipp to 
earn a trip to the nationals. Competing in his first NCAA tour- 
ney, Sanders defeated West Virginia’s David Jauregui before 
conference rival Matt Storniolo of Oklahoma bested him in 
round two. 

In the classroom, Sanders was named to the Big 12 Com- 
missioner's honor roll before being honored as an Academic 
All-American by the National Wrestling Coaches Association 
in May. Sanders posted a 3.3 GPA in nutrition, fitness and 
health promotion. 

Sanders’ honor marked the 16th straight year that Nebraska 
had been represented on the NWCA Academic All-America 
team. He was the seventh Husker wrestler so honored during 
the tenure of Nebraska Wrestling Coach Mark Manning. 

In his NCAA Championships debut, Sanders went 1-2 at 149 
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WRESTLING 


pounds. In the first round, Sanders came back from a 2-1 first- 
period deficit to defeat David Jauregui of West Virginia, 6-3, at 
149 pounds. Sanders clinched the match with a takedown with 
39 seconds to go in the match. In the second round, Sanders 
suffered an 11-2 major decision loss to Matt Storniolo of Okla- 
homa. Sanders’ trip to nationals ended with a 5-2 loss to Trevor 
Chinn of Lehigh. 

A Big 12 Commissioner's Honor Roll performer in the class- 
room, Sanders began the season splitting time with Ryan Davis 
as the starter at 149 pounds, before taking over for the last 
three conference duals. 

Sanders finished 3-2 at the Harold Nichols Open on Nov. 12, 
then split his first two dual matches for the Huskers. After a 2- 
2 performance at the UNI Open on Dec. 4, Sanders got back 
on the winning track with a 7-6 decision over Orlando Perez of 
Oregon State on Dec. 17 at the Nebraska Duals. He earned the 
Brand Open championship at 149 pounds on Jan. 21. 

Going into this season, Sanders is ranked 10th by USA To- 
day/Intermat at 149 pounds, second in the Big 12 behind Okla- 
homa senior Matt Storniolo. 
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‘ LHUSKER PROFILE 


KIERAHAL 


Taking fewer shots, handing out more 
assists, playing better defense. These are 
not normally the goals of a two-time All- 
Big 12 basketball player who is gearing 
up for her senior year. Yet with all that 
Kiera Hardy has already accomplished, 
it's no wonder she would be looking for 
new challenges. 

“From the start of her career to the end, 
she has made some of the most dramatic 
improvements of any player | have ever 
coached,’ said Huskers women's coach 
Connie Yori. “We hope that continues 
this season’’ 

Number one on Hardy's to-do list for 
the 2006-'07 season is simple: Get the 
Huskers back to the NCAA tournament. 
In order to make that happen, she wants 
to continue to improve her all around play 
while at the same time continuing her 
steady climb up the NU career scoring 
list. Already the school’s all-time three 
point field goal leader, Hardy has a 
chance to become just the third player in 
Nebraska history to score 2,000 points in 
her career. 

After a spectacular sophomore year, in 
which she was second in the Big 12 in 
scoring with a 20.9 per game average, 
Hardy began to look at the other phases 
of her game. As a result, she took almost 
two fewer shots per game — and still led 
the team in scoring at 17.5 per contest - 
but she also handed out 34 more assists 
while committing 24 fewer turnovers. 

While she is getting her teammates 
more involved, the pre-season All America 
selection is also poised to continue 
pouring in three pointers, adding to the 
school record 196 she’s amassed in 
three seasons. 

Getting the Big Red back to the Big 
Dance won't be easy in the rugged Big 12, 
where pre-season favorite Oklahoma has 
been labeled the top team in the nation 
by some. If the 5’6” Hardy continues to 
improve all phases of her game, however, 
she might be able to lead her team to 
unmatched heights. 








BASKETBALL 


anad 


OURO, SHE mAs Tne 
SUG 07 IE MOS? ORAS. . 
IROUEIEITS OF ANY PUA 
THAVETEVERICOMCHEDS | 


66 700 ie SarOr aan Bara 





SUBSCRIBE NOW! 





Tre Oscist Pabeee or! 


[US ICas 





College Station, Texas - Zac Taylor hit Maurice Purify with a nine-yard touch- 

SPORTS down pass with just 21 seconds left to give Nebraska the Big 12 North 

PREVIEW _ Division title with a 28-27 victory over No. 24 Texas A&M. With the victory, 
he Fast Lane _ Nebraska clinched a berth in the Big 12 Conference Championship Game 

| at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, MO. 

Taylor, who completed 21-of-35 passes for 267 yards with two touch- 
downs, became the Huskers’ career passing yardage leader, breaking Dave 
Humm’s previous mark of 5,035 yards from 1972 to 1974. Taylor's two 
touchdown passes also snapped Vince Ferragamo’'s single-season record 
, of 20 set in 1976. 

For a re-cap of the Big Red's postseason run, and a look at the next 
class of Huskers, pick up the next issue of The Cornhusker. 
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STEPHENTETRAULT aymnastics 


Stephen Tétrault enters his junior season on the Nebraska 
men's gymnastics team having earned All-America honors 
on the vault as a freshman, and advancing to the NCAA all- 
around finals last season. Originally from Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada, Tétrault also owns international experience as a two- 
time Elite Canada competitor, which is the Canadian equivalent 
of the VISA Championships. He finished ninth in the all-around, 
sixth on the pommel horse and third on the vault at the 2005 
Elite Canada. 

Tetrault — who is attending Nebraska on an academic 
scholarship — was named to the 2006 Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation Academic All-Conference team last season. A math 
major at Nebraska, he earned the honor by posting a cumulative 
grade-point average of 3.815. 

As a sophomore, Tetrault advanced to the event finals of 
the Rocky Mountain Open on the pommel horse, vault and 
high bar. He finished third on the pommel horse (8.65) and 
second on the vault with a season high 9.25 at the event 
finals. Tetrault earned third on the vault (9.10) at the Stanford 
Open on Jan. 21, and competed at the Winter Cup in Las 
Vegas for the second consecutive season where he tied for 
ninth on the vault and seventh on the parallel bars. He earned 
season-high marks of 8.85 on the floor exercise and 8.70 
on the parallel bars against lowa. His only event title of the 
season was a first-place finish on the pommel horse (8.80) 
against Minnesota. 

Tetrault was the only freshman to compete for Nebraska in 


2005. He made the most of his debut into collegiate gymnastics, 
earning four event titles as Nebraska's top vaulter, launching 
him as high as second in the national ranks. He banked five total 
event titles, four on the vault and one on the pommel horse, and 
sported the Huskers’ highest individual vaulting score of 9.65, 
which he earned against Ohio State. Tetrault placed in the top 
three spots in at least one event in every regular-season meet 
in 2005, and was one of two Huskers to earn an invitation to 
the 2005 Winter Cup in Las Vegas, where he put up a score of 
9.333 on the vault en route to finishing 26th in the all-around. 
He led the Huskers at the MPSF Championships, finishing third 
in the all-around (53.075), second in the vault (9.40) and fourth 
on the pommel horse (8.95). Tetrault represented NU as the 
only Husker in the NCAA all-around finals, finishing 10th with a 
career-high score of 53.325. He continued his success at the 
NCAA Championships, earning All-America honors with a fifth- 
place finish on the vault (9.30). 

Tétrault moved to the United States in 2000 and began 
working with the Lincoln East gymnastics team. He earned 
numerous honors during his freshman and sophomore years 
along with a state vaulting title as a sophomore. While still in 
Canada, he was a member of the Canadian Junior National 
Team and was invited to the Junior National training camp in the 
United States in 2005, but declined in order to begin working 
with the Huskers. He returned briefly to Canada in the spring of 
2005 to compete in the Elite Canada, where he finished eighth 
overall in the senior men’s division. 








AN INSIDE LOOK AT NCAA RULES 
SURROUNDING FANS, BOOSTERS, 
ALUMNI & RECRUITING 


Fans, boosters and alumni often want to show their support by encouraging outstanding prospective student-athletes to attend the 
University of Nebraska. However, there are many limitations that preclude this type of support, and in order to preserve our integrity 
and excellence, all Husker fans need to be aware of NCAA regulations controlling such conduct. 


WHO IS A PROSPECTIVE STUDENT-ATHLETE? 
A prospective student-athlete is a student who has started 
classes for the ninth grade or above, including students in 
prep schools and junior colleges as well as students who have 
officially withdrawn from a four-year institution and plan to 
transfer to another collegiate institution. In addition, a student 
who has not started classes for the ninth grade becomes 
a prospective student-athlete if the institution or a booster 
provides the individual or the individual’s relatives or friends 
with any financial assistance or benefits that the institution does 
not provide to prospective students in general. A good rule of 
thumb is to treat ALL STUDENTS as prospects, 


RECRUITING BY FANS, BOOSTERS, 
ALUMNI AND REPRESENTATIVES 
OF ATHLETICS INTERESTS 


May | call a prospective student-athlete to tell them 
how great the University of Nebraska is? 

An athletics representative (e.g. fan, booster, alumnus, etc.) of 
a member institution may not call a prospective student-athlete. 
An athletics representative may speak over the telephone with 
a prospective student-athlete only if the prospect initiates the 
conversation and the call is not for recruiting purposes. Any 
questions about the University of Nebraska's athletics program 
should be referred to the athletics department staff. 


May | talk to a prospective student-athlete before, after 
or on the sidelines at the prospect’s athletic contest? 
An athletics representative is allowed to attend and observe a 
prospective student-athlete's athletic contest, but may not make 
contact with the prospective student-athlete, his or her parents 
or coaches during such occasion. 


May | contact a prospective student-athlete’s 

coaches, principal or counselors to evaluate or 
encourage support for the prospect to attend the 
University of Nebraska? 

No, an athletics representative may not contact a prospective 
student-athlete’s coaches, principal or counselors. 


May ! obtain film/videotape or transcripts from a 
prospective-student athlete’s educational institution in 


an effort to evaluate the prospect’s academic 

eligibility or athletics ability? 

No, an athletics representative may not contact a prospective 
student-athlete’s educational institution and request film/video 
tape or transcripts. 


May | provide transportation, food or lodging for 

a prospective student-athlete to visit the University 

of Nebraska? 

No, an athletics representative may not provide transportation, 
food or lodging for a prospective student-athlete, his or her 
parents or coaches. Doing so would violate the preclusion 
of athletics representatives having contact with prospective 
student-athletes and would constitute an extra-benefit. 


May | attend a public event (e.g. high school awards 
banquet or dinner) at which prospective student- 
athletes may be in attendance? 

Yes, so long as the athletics representative does not attempt to 
make any contact with the prospects, their parents or coaches. 


May | e-mail or post messages on a prospective 
student-athlete’s MySpace, Facebook or similar 

web site and try to convince him or her to attend the 
University of Nebraska? 

An athletics representative may not e-mail or post messages on 
the webpage or website of any prospective student-athlete. 


If you wish to review the NCAA Manual on this issue or any other 
issues, please go to www.ncaa.org. There is a PDF-version of 
the NCAA manual on the site, and you can download or read 
at your leisure. 


lf you have any questions on this subject or any others, please 
contact the athletics compliance office at 402.472.2042 or 
email compliance@huskers.com. 


GO BIG RED!! 
Josh White 

Director of Compliance 
300 West Stadium 
Lincoln, NE 68588 
402.472.2042 
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It was a scene reminiscent of so many other battleship gray afternoons at 10th and Vine. A highly ranked conference opponent venturing in 
fromthe south, the visitors greeted by bone-chilling temperatures, snow flurries, and a frenzied crowd watching an inspired effort from the 
Huskers come up mere moments short of victory. Squinting through the snow, you could almost see the silhouette of Barry Switzer smirking 
on the opponent's sideline. 

This time it was fifth-ranked Texas escaping Memorial Stadium with a razor-thin victory, but it could have been any number of Switzer's 
Oklahoma Sooner teams, or even the occasional interloper from Missouri or Colorado. 

The bottom line is always the bottom line, and all the scoreboards at Memorial Stadium said the same thing: Texas 22 Nebraska 20. What the 
scoreboard didn’t show was what this game could mean for the Nebraska football program in the not too distant future. If painful history teaches 
us anything, it’s that gut wrenching losses like the one to the Longhorns have played a large role in previous Nebraska ascensions to glory. 

“Every championship team has one common denominator,” noted Tony Davis, the first Husker star tailback to play under Tom Osborne in the 
early 1970's. “On these teams are players - sometimes multiple players - who will not allow their teams to lose. They ‘will’ through their own 
example, their teams to victory. A look back at the Nebraska championship teams will reveal those characteristics within each one.’ 

Championship teams win games like the 1971 “Game of the Century,” a 35-31 Husker win over second ranked OU, or the come from behind 
24-17 Orange Bowl win in Miami at the end of the 1994 season that earned Tom Osborne his first national title, or the Miracle in Missouri in 
1997 that was critical to his third. 

Teams that are oh so close, needing one more step, one more big play to win it all can fall painfully short, like 18-16 to Florida State in the 
'93 Orange Bowl, or the narrow loss to Texas in the 1996 Big 12 title game. Many lessons can be learned in a narrow defeat, lessons that are 
necessary to attain greatness. 





22 


We've seen it happen this way now for more than three decades. Painful losses that 
provide a springboard for future championship teams. It started with Tom Osborne’s 
early struggles against Oklahoma. “Sooner Magic” was born late in the fourth quarter 
of a game in Lincoln in 1976, just one of several times OU would strike late to steal a 
win from the Huskers. 

“Nebraska was always seemingly one play from getting the win and somehow on 4th 
down, we'd hold them but get a penalty; or somebody would fall down at exactly the 
wrong time or OU would bust a big play,” recalls Husker play-by-play announcer and 
Big Red historian Jim Rose. “Seemingly, Nebraska's offense was never able to get that 
key first down in the 4th quarter that could have sealed the deal.” 

The worm began to turn in 1978. By forcing six OU turnovers, the last one when 
Heisman-winner Billy Sims lost a fumble inside the Husker five yard line in the game's 
closing minutes, Osborne got his first win over Switzer, 17-14. It was a huge win 
over the nation’s top ranked team - and signaled the start of a new era in Nebraska 
football. 

“The ‘78 game was a feeling of redemption for the team and Coach Osborne,” noted 
former Husker linebacker Lee Kunz, a senior on the 1978 team. “I think that was a 
defining game for him. It was one of the moments that made him one of the most 
successful coaches of all time.” 

Those Huskers had not completely turned the corner. They suffered an equally heart- 
wrenching 35-31 loss to Missouri a week later, which gave OU a share of the Big Eight 
title and set up an unprecedented Husker-Sooner rematch in the Orange Bowl. Sooner 
Magic rebounded as Oklahoma held on for a 31-24 win. 

The Sooners captured two more last second wins, 17-14 in '79 and a 21-17 escape 
in 1980. The manner in which the defeats happened fueled the fire inside the Husker 
locker room. 

"They were always so cocky about it,” recalled Rose. “They'd roll into Lincoln with 
all of that athletic ability and speed and just dare us to stay close, and then when they 
had to have a play, they got one. In ‘72, ‘76, ‘80, ‘84, ‘86. Then we started getting the 
guys they wanted (in recruiting) and we started winning the games.” 

Whatever doesn’t kill you makes you stronger, they say. The Huskers got stronger, 
and the first great run of the Osborne era began in 1981. Turner Gill and Co. rolled 
the Sooners 37-14 that year, the first of three straight over OU. In 1982, playing in 
frigid temperatures against a Sooners team led by sensational tailback Marcus Dupree, 
Nebraska rallied in the fourth quarter to win 28-24. In ‘83, the Huskers “Scoring 
Explosion” offense was held down by OU, but still NU left Norman unbeaten and top 
ranked with a 28-21 victory. 

Those wins coincided with three straight runs at the national title - a 22-15 loss to 
national champ Clemson in the Orange Bowl in 1981; the 12-1 season in ‘82 marred 
only by a controversial loss to national champ Penn State, and the famous 1983 game 
that saw NU fall a fingertip short of the national championship in Miami. 

After the disappointments of '82 and ‘83, the ebb and flow of college football turned 
back south, with Oklahoma reviving Sooner Magic with a goal line stand in 1984, In 
1986, the Huskers donned all red uniforms as the heavily favored Sooners rolled into 
Lincoln. OU put together a 94-yard scoring drive that tied the game with just over a 
minute to play, and a rare tie appeared eminent. But the Sooners got the ball back late, 
and quarterback Jamelle Holleway hit tight end Keith Jackson - who appeared to push 
the NU defenders out of his way - with a 41-yard pass to set up an OU field goal as 
time expired. It had happened again. 

"Yeah, he did get away with a push-off,” recalled former Husker wide receiver 
Morgan Gregory. “! was a freshman that year, so that was my first experience with 
OU. | remember a feeling of huge disappointment in the locker room afterwards, Guys 
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gave 100% and to lose a game you wanted so badly and had in your hands for much 
of the day was painful. OU in those days was sort of like Texas has been lately for NU. 
The games were always close, and OU would always seem to find some way to win. 
We controlled about 55 minutes of that ‘86 game, but they made enough plays in those 
other 5 minutes to pull out the win. 

“For most truly competitive people,” Gregory continued, “the losses stay with you 
longer than even the best of wins, and those were two devastating losses (in '86 and 
'87). But for the younger guys it may have given us more resolve to defeat OU in future 
years. We did come back and beat them the next year in Norman to win the Big Eight, 
and that was great.” 

Top-ranked Nebraska had lost to second ranked Oklahoma again in 1987, but then 
came 1988, and another turnaround began with a hard fought 7-3 win over OU in 
Norman. But a new conference challenger had emerged. The week before, the Huskers 
had beaten Colorado 7-0, but the Buffaloes had separated themselves from the pack 
and were ready to face off with the Big Eight’s big two. As OU began to slip, CU stepped 
up, and when the 8-0 Huskers visited Boulder to face the 8-0 Buffs in 1989, it was CU's 
turn to escape, A controversial pass interference penalty set up CU's winning score, 
and Gerry Gdowski’s potential game-winning pass into the end zone fell incomplete 
as CU won 27-21. The Buffs would win again in 1990 on their way to a co-national 
championship while the Huskers regrouped. 

As they had ten years earlier, the Huskers used those painful defeats as a springboard 
back into national prominence - and more. They shared the Big 12 title with Colorado 
(after a controversial 19-19 tie in Boulder) in 1991 before beginning a run that included 
seven conference titles and three national championships (and very nearly a fourth) 
during the 1990's. The “Team of The Decade” had a run that was unmatched in college 
football history, going 60-3 over a five-year period from '93 - ‘97. They slaughtered 
the Sooners twice, 73-21 in 1996 and 69-7 for Osborne's 250th win in 1997, and 
also dominated Colorado, beating the Buffaloes eight straight times during the decade 
following the ‘91 tie. The lessons learned from some heart wrenching defeats - for 
both players and coaches - were a big part of the climb to the top of the college 
football world. 

Fast forward to 2005. As the rebuilding of the program under Bill Callahan was 
taking shape, the Huskers suffered last second losses to Texas Tech and Oklahoma 
before taking down Big 12 North Division winner Colorado 30-3 and powerful Michigan 
in the Alamo Bowl, A season later, the win that should have been, slipped away against 
fifth-ranked Texas. The game sent signals to the rest of college football that the 
Huskers program was almost all the way back. 

Kunz sees some parallels between the Huskers teams that could not quite get past 
OU and Callahan's teams of the new millennium. 

“We learn more from our mistakes and pain,” Kunz added. “Coach Osborne never 
stopped learning. He pushed himself to see the invisible. No one could read defensive 
alignments or secondary coverages better. He played the odds, he never stopped 
getting better, and he surpassed everyone.” 

“Moral Victories’ can only be described as such if the resulting following action is 
positive,” added Davis. “For example, the current NU squad, coming off the close loss 
to Texas, played up to its potential the rest of the season, and won a Big 12 northern 
division championship. They have improved from their experience with Texas, So they 
can look back and declare it a type of moral victory.” 

Callahan was absolute after the Texas game that moral victories are not part 
of the Nebraska vernacular. Still, this close call with the Longhorns made it clear 
that the Huskers will be part of the national title picture again “sooner” rather 
than later. 





Photos by Scott Bruhn, Nebraska Media Relations and Mark Knduson 
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CREIGHTON 
ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 
NORTH TEXAS 

at Rutgers 

at Oregon 

ALABAMA A&M 

Rainbow Classic at Wyoming 
at San Francisco or Hawaii 
TBA 

Orange Bowl Classic at Miami 
SAVANNAH STATE 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 

at lowa State 

OKLAHOMA STATE 

at Oklahoma 

COLORADO 

TEXAS 

at Kansas State 

KANSAS 

at Missouri 


3 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
7 p.m, 
7 p.m. 
12:30 
7 p.m. 
5 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
5 p.m. 
8 p.m. 
12:30 
at Texas Tech 7 p.m. 
TEXAS A&M 
KANSAS STATE 
at Kansas 

at Baylor 
MISSOURI 
IOWA STATE 


12:30 
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Rocky Mountain Open 
at Air Force, Oklahoma 
Stanford Open at Palo Alto, Calif. 
OKLAHOMA 

Winter Cup at Las Vegas, Nev. 

at lowa 

STANFORD 

MINNESOTA 

AIR FORCE 


olorado Springs, Colo. TBA 


1 p.m. 
TBA 
7:30 p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 


7 p.m. 


p.m. 


ESPN Plus 


ESPN Plus 


ESPN 


p.m. 


7 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
3 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 


p.m. 


p.m. 


Jan. 5 
Jan. 19 
Jan. 26 
Feb. 2 
Feb. 9 
Feb. 16 
Feb. 25 
Mar. 4 
Mar. 11 
Mar. 16 
Mar. 23 
Mar. 31 


April 14 
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Super Six Challenge at Fayetteville, Ark. 
at lowa State 

at Missouri 

Oklahoma at Lincoln, Neb. 

at Michigan 

North Carolina State at Raleigh, N.C. 
Masters Classic at Lincoln, Neb. 

Utah at Lincoln, Neb. 

lowa State at Lincoln, Neb. 

at LSU 

Kentucky at Lincoln, Neb. 

Big 12 Championships at Columbia, Mo. 
NCAA Regionals at TBA 
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April 26-28 NCAA Championships at Salt Lake City, Utah TBA 
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py NOMEN’S BASKETBALL ’ ( ce 
PS 5 «Nov.1 — NEBRASKA-KEARNEY (exh.) 7:05 p.m. ie 
se, Nov.4 = NEBRASKA-OMAHA 4:05 p.m. 
- ts Nov.10 at Arizona State 5:30 p.m. 
= pee me Nov.12 Veterans Day Classic at Arizona State 3:30 p.m. 
oi 7% «Nov.13 = at New Mexico 4:30 p.m. 
aus fos é =" «Nov.17 ~~ CAL STATE FULLERTON 7:05 p.m. 
‘ ys ‘4 sgh Nov. 24 UC Irvine 9 p.m. 
Ba bs Xinha et Nov. 26 at USC 4 p.m. 
22 A399 Nov.28 TEXAS-PAN AMERICAN 7:05 p.m. 
I Neetee Dec. 5 MINNESOTA 7:05 p.m. 
ies pow ie, Dec.9 MICHIGAN 7:05 p.m. 
es 38) Dec.16 NORTHWESTERN 4:05 p.m. 
ae. Me Dec. 19 Creighton at Omaha, Neb. (Civic Auditorium) 7:05 p.m. 
ca a © Dec.21 NICHOLLS STATE 7:05 p.m. 
Ep Sie Dec. 28 State Farm Classic at NC State 3:30 p.m. 
5 ee 7h b Dec. 29 at Florida/Alabama State 3:30 p.m. or 6 p.m. 
Be Wr: hey Jan. 3 at Texas 7 p.m. . 
Sige Jan. 6 OKLAHOMA 2:05 p.m. Be : 
as Fe at) Jan. 13 at Kansas 7 p.m. Y n 
pee cay Jan.17.  ~+KANSAS STATE 7:05 p.m. 
Meooatiacss Jan. 20 at Missouri 1 p.m. 
oper Jan. 24 at Texas A&M 7 p.m. 
me ét Jan. 27 KANSAS 7:05 p.m. 
“S, Jan. 31 IOWA STATE 7:05 p.m. 
ee Feb. 3 BAYLOR 2:30 p.m. FSN 
Feb. 7 at Kansas State 7 p.m. FSN Midwest 
a Feb. 10 at Colorado 3 p.m. FSN 
‘je _* Feb. 14 TEXAS TECH 7:05 p.m. 
te Feb. 17 MISSOURI 7:05 p.m. 
Feb. 20 at lowa State 7 p.m. FSN Midwest 
Feb. 24 at Oklahoma State 7 p.m. 
Feb. 27 COLORADO 7:05 p.m. 
Mar.6-10 Phillips 66 Big 12 Championship at Oklahoma City, Okla. TBA 
April. 1-3. NCAA Women’s Final Four at Cleveland, Ohio TBA 
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yess; Kaufman-Bran 
ont =e at Virginia Tech — 
* 
at Maryland imm, Nev. sachin: 
Las Vegas invitational at Primm 5 p.m 
SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 7 p.m. 
NORTHERN COLORADO 12 p.m. 
OREGON STATE lls, lowa Laan 
"14 National Duals at Cedar _— 7 p.m. 
. 13- 
at Missouri has 
OKLAHOMA STATE 7 p-m. 
at Oklahoma sat 
MINNESOTA 6 p.m. 
at Lehigh ae 
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DOIN’ THE HUSTLE 
‘ 


Bee 


Optimism and enthusiasm. Those 
are the characteristics most 
evident in Kenneth “Doc” Sadler. 
He brought an abundance of 
both to the program the very 
minute he was named the 

new men's basketball coach at 
Nebraska last summer. Sadler 
had a successful run, winning 
48 games in two seasons at 
Texas-El Paso, before coming to 
Nebraska. He was brought in to 
succeed Barry Collier, who left to 
become the Athletic Director at 
Butler University. 


When he arrived in Lincoln, Sadler was 
asked by the media why he would choose 
Nebraska, where football was king. 

“It's pretty simple,’ he offered. “I've got 
a chance to coach at a place that has 
had 233 academic All-Americans. I've 
got a chance to coach at a place that has 
won 22 national championships. Now 
you don’t win national championships 
because of great coaches. | truly believe 
this. Because you've had 233 academic 
All-Americans, you've got some _ high- 
character people. And you've always got 
an athletic department and a university 
that cares about kids. You do not have 
that kind of success just because of want- 
ing It. You've got a lot of people working 
for that to happen. Because you've got 
everybody working together, you've won 
22 national championships. What more 
could a coach want than that? | can't 
think of anything else.” 

Almost immediately, Sadler made a tre- 
mendous effort to reconnect with many 
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Husker basketball fans who have lost 
their interest and passion over the last 
few years. He told them how his teams 
will play, and he succeeded in winning 
back fans. 

“| told our guys that I've got two rules’ 
Sadler said at his introductory press con- 
ference. “My first rule is this: if there’s a 
loose ball on that floor and one of your 
teammates doesn't get on the floor and 
get that loose ball, if you want to play 
then get up and get in there. Go straight 
to the scorer's table. | won't say a word. 
You better see guys fighting to get in 
there. My second rule is that if you get 
a chance to take a charge, you better 
take a charge. | told my guys, that's on 
you. We've got free substitution. If one 
of your teammates isn’t playing as hard 
as you think they should be playing, get 
in there for him. Your teammates are go- 
ing to hold you accountable. It’s going to 
be really fun. They're not going to like me 
sometimes, but when we leave this floor, 
we're going to love each other’ 


BY RANDY LEE, HUSKER SPORTS NETWORK 





Three returning starters will play pivotal 
roles in the 2006-07 season. Junior Aleks 
Maric, the 6-11 center from Australia, was 
one of the most productive frontcourt 
players in the conference for much of the 
Big 12 season last year. Maric elected to 
return to Nebraska after a stint with the 
Australian National team last summer. 
Sadler is very glad he did. 

“| think having Aleks back obviously 
gives you a starting point! Sadler said. “I 
don't know that many teams in the coun- 
try will have a low-post presence like 
Aleks. The bottom line is that we have to 














help him. The good news is that | think 
we can shoot the ball a little bit and that 
will take a little bit of pressure off him.’ 

Three year starter Charles Richard- 
son Jr. will once again run the show from 
his point guard position. Sadler's goal is 
to speed up the tempo, both offensively 
and defensively. Richardson will play 
a vitally important role when the ball is 
in his hands and while pressing the ball 
on defense. The other starting guard is 
sophomore Jamel White, who came alive 
midway through the conference sea- 
son and made the All Big 12 Freshman 
team. His poise and fearlessness in tak- 
ing big shots at pivotal times of games 
can be very impressive. 

Two newcomers are expected to pro- 
vide outstanding outside shooting. Sek 
Henry was recruited and_ signed 
by Sadler. Henry is a silky smooth out- 
side shooter with the athleticism neces- 
sary to star in Sadler's baseline to base- 
line system. The 6-3 freshman from Los 
Angeles played at a prep school in North 
Carolina last year and has been a veteran 
AAU star for several years. Collier signed 
6-4 Ryan Anderson from Seattle prior to 
his senior year of high school. Anderson is 
also a prolific outside shooter who brings 
a top level basketball 1Q to the floor. He 
played at a highly successful high school 
in Seattle that has produced numerous 
collegiate players over the years. 

Depth will be a concern for Doc's first 
Nebraska team, especially in the front- 
court. A 6-9 sophomore, Jim Ledsome, 
is a high flyer who has impressed Sadler. 
Another sophomore, 6-7 Kyle Marks, is 
one of the most athletic players in the Big 
12. He could be successful in applying 
the full court pressure Sadler is hoping 
to throw at each opponent. Red shirt 
freshman Chris Balham has been im- 
pressive in practice with his rebounding 
and shot blocking. Balham, at 6-8, and 
Maric are the two most physical players 
on the roster. Kris Drouse is an athletic 
6-7 forward who Collier's staff signed for 
his potential to develop into an all around 


full court performer. He's still raw offen- 
sively, but is long, lean and athletic. 

Marcus Perry, a 6-2 senior, returns 
for his third year in the program. He's 
a catch and shoot offensive threat who 
has repeatedly battled knee injuries while 
in Lincoln. When he's left open, he can 
stick the jumper. Mike Smith and Jay 
Strowbridge provide backup help at the 
point. The 6-2 Smith red shirted last sea- 
son and was then asked to transfer to 
a junior college by Coach Collier. When 
Sadler was hired as head coach, the 
returning players expressed a desire 
to have Smith come back to Lincoln. 
Smith may be the quickest player on 
the team. Sadler's full court “on ball” 
pressure style of defense and get out 
and run on offense fits his strengths 
more than Collier's system. Collier's 
staff signed the 6-0 Strowbridge. He 
has impressive quickness and has as 
much love for the game as anyone you'll 
ever meet. 

Sadler's first Husker team will be faced 
with many challenges on the road in the 
non-conference season, Three games at 
the Rainbow Classic, at Oregon, at Rut- 
gers and at Miami for the Orange Bowl 
Basketball Classic will prepare this 
team for the Big 12 season. The 
Creighton Blue Jays are at the Devaney 
Center for the most anticipated non- 
conference game. 

Sadler’s teams at UTEP and at the ju- 
nior college level outworked and out hus- 
tled their opponents. His ultimate plan 
is to play baseline to baseline pressure 
defense and get out and go when the 
opportunity presents itselfon offense. 
A team needs to have depth to play at 
its best at this pace. 

“We're going to get it up and down, 
Sadler promised. “I'll tell you guys again, 
I'm real simple. I'm going to ask so much 
of these guys on one end of the floor. 
They have no idea how much I'm going 
to ask of them. None. If we've got to draw 
up a bunch of plays, then we're in trouble 
because we're going to go as fast as we 
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can, and if we get a good shot, then 
we're going to shoot it quickly. If we 
don't, we're going to wait until we 
do get a good shot. So it’s going 
to be baseline to baseline, 94 feet.’ 

lt remains to be seen if this roster 
has enough to play Sadler's style 
for the entire season. Maric must 
stay healthy and out of foul trou- 
ble for Nebraska to be successful. 
Ledsome and Marks can provide 
shot blocking, and Balham should 
be able to mix it up and rebound 
at the Big 12 level, but none are 
accomplished at that offensive end 
yet. Maric is the only post player on 
the roster who will get a tough bas- 
ket in the paint. 

While the new coach is most cer- 
tainly not throwing in the towel on 
this season, the future looks even 
brighter. Sadler has a very good 
track record as a recruiter. While 
the talent level has improved over 
the last couple of years at Ne- 
braska under Collier, it still needs a 
boost. The bad news is that highly 
touted recruit Robert Sallie won't 
be eligible to play this season. 
The 6-6 swingman, the most her- 
alded recruit since Tyronn Lue, is a 
“do it all” type. He did not get his 
prep school grades accepted by 
the NCAA. His ineligibility is a big 
blow. Tony Soda, a 7-0, 18-year old 
with a bright future who also wasn't 
able to qualify will remain in a prep 
school again this season. Not hav- 
ing Sallie and Soda will hurt Col- 
lier’s final recruiting class. 

Sadler learned to recruit while 
working under Eddie Sutton, Bill 
Frieder and James Dickey. Ex- 
pect the talent level to continue 
to get better and for the Ne- 
braska program to take the steps 
needed to be a consistent top 
half of the league team and have 
a breakout year from time to time 
under Sadler. 
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“| am going to recruit wherever 
| have to go. I've had players from 
Brazil, Puerto Rico, New York, Cali- 
fornia, Florida. Wherever | need 
to go, I’m going to go. | think it’s 
changed. It used to be that you 
could just recruit one part of the 
country, but you can't do that any- 
more. The good news is because 
of Nebraska’s name, it’s going to 
make it easier to get into people's 
houses in different areas. | do think 
Texas is an area though, because of 
the number of teams in the league 
that are in Texas, it’s an area where 
we'll concentrate.’ 

That's for the future. Sadler is 
more focused on the present state 
of the Huskers and getting his new 
team back to the NCAA tourna- 
ment sooner rather than later. 

“| was always told if you can ever 
get the opportunity to coach at the 
University of Nebraska, you better 
take it; Sadler grinned. “I had a 
great job. | don’t know how many 
people realize that. UTEP is a great 
basketball job. Great fans, great 
tradition, everything. But this is Ne- 
braska, man. This is Nebraska’ 











TELEVISION 
Starting in mid-December, tune in 
to the Nebraska Women’s 
Basketball Show with Coach 
Connie Yori. Each week you can 
view women's basketball 
highlights, previews, interviews 
and special features. Check your 


local listings or call your local 
cable provider for dates and air 


times across Nebraska and lowa. 








Join Nebraska Head Coach Connie 
Yori for a weekly radio call-in show 
in November and December on 
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m., and on 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in January until 
the end of the season. Coach Yori’s 
show can be heard statewide on 
the Host Communications Husker 
Sports Network. 


INTERNET 


Access both shows at 
Huskers.com. Listen to the radio 
Show live at Huskers.com or watch 
the television show at your own 
convenience on Nebraska's 
premium site - HuskersNside. 
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BY ALEX CAMERON 





“This year | think we finally have the 
kind of players on our roster who will al- 
low us to play the kind of basketball my 
teams have traditionally played?” Yori said. 
“We think we can be an up-tempo team 
that applies a lot of defensive pressure. 
We also think we can be physical enough 
to match the power teams in the Big 12? 

Yori's optimism can be traced to the 
return of most of the significant contribu- 
tors from the past three Husker teams. All 
three teams have each gone to the WNIT, 
including last season's 19-13 squad that 
advanced to the third round. It all starts 
with pre-season All-America guard Kiera 
Hardy, already the school record holder 
for three point field goals. Hardy evolved 
into an all around threat last season, lead- 
ing the Huskers in scoring at 17.5 points 
per game, while adding 101 assists and 
59 steals. The senior from Kansas City 
is poised to do great things at both ends 
of the floor. 

“| think one of the things we are do- 
ing that will help Kiera is we are playing 
a style that will benefit her defensively,’ 
said Yori of the two-time first team All-Big 
12 performer at Big 12 media day. “We 
have not been able to play the style really 
throughout my years at Nebraska that | 
would like to play - extending defense, 
and pressuring at half court. We really 
haven't been able to do that for a number 
of reasons. 

“As we go to that more and we begin 
to go to that later in the year, we think 
that’s going to play into Kiera’s hands 
defensively, because Kiera is really good 
on the ball in the full court. She can cre- 
ate a lot of defense - or offense with her 
defense. And | think that requires that we 
play very, very hard, and | think Kiera is 
real excited about that” 
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Hardy certainly won't be alone in lead- 
ing the Huskers. Senior forward and co- 
captain Chelsea Aubry, a member of the 
Canadian national team, will use her ex- 
perience to help provide leadership and a 
low post presence. 

“Chelsea gained some great inter- 
national experience this summer at the 
World Championships, so that should 
help her,’ Yori added. “We also think that 
moving back to the four-spot is going to 
give her a chance to have her best sea- 
son at Nebraska” 
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The Huskers will also be bolstered by 
the return of talented six-footer Jelena 
Spiric, who opted to return to school and 
put off a professional career in Europe. 
A native of Serbia, Spiric has already 
earned her degree from Nebraska. She 
was able to complete her school work 
while rehabilitating a season-ending 
knee injury suffered in the pre-season a 
year ago. Sitting out the entire 2005-'06 
campaign left Spiric chomping at the bit 
to get back into action. Having her back 
in the line-up — she can play three po- 





sitions and can score from anywhere 
on the court — should open things up 
even more for Hardy, Aubry, and sensa- 
tional sophomore Kelsey Griffin. Griffin 
is a low post grinder who was actually 
named the Big 12 Freshman of the Year 
last season by the Dallas Morning News, 
over Oklahoma All-Everything forward 
Courtney Paris. Griffin opened up her 
sophomore campaign by pouring in 34 
points in the exhibition opener against 
Nebraska-Kearney. 

The Huskers are a senior led group to 
be sure, but Yori is also gearing up for 
the future. Nearly half the roster — five 
players — are true freshman, compris- 
ing a recruiting class that ranked among 
the best ever at NU. Many of the rook- 
ies will be counted on to play and make 
significant contributions right away, in- 
cluding high school All-America selec- 
tion Yvonne Turner from Omaha. Playing 
time should come to not only Turner, but 
fellow freshman Cory Montgomery, Kala 
Kuhlmann, Nicole Neals and Nikki Bober 
as well. 

The schedule is among the most dif- 
ficult in school history. The Huskers will 
play 11 games — more than one-third 
of their 30 game slate — against teams 
that made the NCAA Tournament a 
season ago. That includes a January 
6th tilt against Paris and the powerful 
Oklahoma Sooners at the Devaney Cen- 
ter. OU is a consensus top five team in 
the preseason. 

“Over the course of my first few years 
at Nebraska | didn't feel as excited as 
| do today,” Yori told the Big 12 media. 
“| feel like we are at a point in our pro- 
gram where we can compete at a very 
high level against some of the better 
programs in this league, and we are 
past the building process. We really feel 
like we are into the growth process, the 
growth phase of our program, and we 
have enough talent in our program at this 
point and enough depth, knock on wood, 
if we stay healthy to compete at a very 
high level” 









GYMNASTICS PREVIEW 


Head Coach Dan Kendig and the 
Nebraska women’s gymnastics 
team certainly aren't shying away 
from top flight competition for the 


upcoming 2007 season. The Husker 
Slate for 2007 includes meets with 


six of last year’s top 10 nationally- 


ranked teams, as well as 12 
opponents from the national top 


20 list. In five home competitions 


the Huskers will feature two Friday-night 
competitions on their slate and join the 
Husker men’s team for double duals on 
Feb. 2, March 4 and March 11. 

Nebraska opens the year at the Su- 
per Six Challenge on Jan. 5 in Fayette- 
ville, Ark., taking on Florida, Arkansas, 
LSU, Penn State and Denver. The team 
will then travel to two conference away 
meets in January, heading to lowa State 
on Jan. 19 and Missouri on Jan. 26. 

The Huskers will return home to the 
Devaney Center Feb. 2 for their first 
competition in Lincoln, facing Oklahoma 
in a Friday-night meet at 7:30 p.m. NU 
will then hit the road again for Michi- 
gan (Feb. 9) and a five-team invitational 
at North Carolina State with West Vir- 
ginia, George Washington and William 
& Mary. 

Nebraska will also play host to its 17th 
annual Masters Classic, featuring Stan- 
ford, LSU and NC State on Feb. 25 to 
kick off three consecutive Sunday-after- 
noon meets. National powerhouse Utah 
will visit the Huskers on March 4, and 
lowa State will appear at the Devaney 
Center on March 11. 

The Huskers will face LSU for the third 
time in a year in Baton Rouge, La., on 
March 16, and return to Lincoln for their 


at the Bob Devaney Sports Center, 


final home meet of the year with Kentucky 
on March 23 at 7:30 p.m. 

Entering the run for a solid postsea- 
son showing, NU will travel to Missouri 
on March 31 to battle at the 2007 Big 
12 Championships. The annual con- 
ference meet, which Nebraska has 
won seven times in 10 seasons, is fol- 
lowed by an NCAA Regional (April 14) 
to be announced and the 2007 NCAA 
Championships in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
April 26-28. 

Nebraska returns seven All-Americans 
to its 2007 squad, led by All-American 
junior Emily Parsons. The Huskers also 
boast four Big 12 event champions 
and six all-conference performers on 
their roster. 

Halfway through her career at Ne- 
braska, there's not a lot left for Parsons 
to accomplish. Entering her junior year, 
she has already won seven All-America 
awards, picking up more hardware at last 
spring's NCAA Event Finals. Parson’s 
dominated during her sophomore year, 
earning first team All America recogni- 
tion in the all-around, the vault and the 
floor exercise. She added these honors 
to a trophy case that already had four All 
America awards, two individual Big 12 
titles and recognition as the South Cen- 


TOUGH TESTS AWAIT PARSONS - sraex cameron 


tral Regional Gymnast of the Year, just 
the fourth Husker to ever do so. 

In her first two years at Nebraska, 
Parson's has claimed 50 individual event 
titles and eight all-around crowns, and 
was named the Big 12 gymnast of the 
week four times. 

In addition to their event success, the 
Huskers continue to excel in the class- 
room under Kendig. Two women, seniors 
Stephanie Carter and Michele Zabawa, 
were named Scholastic All-Americans 
by the National Association of Collegiate 
Gymnastics Coaches. 

“We are proud when any of our ath- 
letes can excel not only in athletics, but 
also in academics,’ Head Coach Dan 
Kendig said. “We try to recruit the total 
person -- someone with good academ- 


ics, good athletic skills and someone 
who is an overall good kid. That is ex- 
actly what these three embody with 
their accomplishments.” 
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GRAPLING WITH HIGH EXPECTATIONS py menano mac 


WRESTLING PREVIEW 










It could be another banner year for the 
Nebraska wresting team, ranked 18th 
by USA Today/Intermat heading into 
the season. The Huskers return eight 
Starters and seven NCAA qualifiers from 
last year’s squad. 


Nine Nebraska wrestlers enter the sea- 
son ranked in at least one of the three 
nationally-recognized polls. They are led 
by Paul Donahoe, who is ranked as high 
as sixth in the nation at 125 pounds, 
and Vince Jones, who is ranked as high 
as sixth at 184 pounds. Robert Sand- 
ers Is also ranked 10th by Intermat at 
149 pounds. 

Donahoe will be a key contributor again 
this season. He finished his first regular 
season last year with a 12-5 dual record, 
tying B.J. Padden for second on the team 
in dual wins. 

Donahoe earned wins in 12 of his first 
13 matches this season, including an 
18-8 major decision triumph over Boise 
State’s Cory Fish in his first dual match 
for NU. After a third-place finish at the 
Kaufman-Brand Open on Nov. 19, Do- 
nahoe moved into the national rankings, 
then defeated Bryce Leonhardt of Wyo- 
ming 2-1 in his second career dual match. 
The strong start continued for Donahoe 
with a championship at 125 pounds at 
the UNI Open on Dec. 4. 

The other Husker entering the year 
with a pre-season top ten ranking, 
Jones will be counted on as well. He 
proved to be an electrifying addition to 
Nebraska's roster as he led the team 
with 12 wins by fall. Jones jumped into 
Nebraska's starting lineup for the Na- 
tional Duals, and in his first dual match, 
defeated second-ranked Paul Bradley of 
lowa, 4-3. Later that day, Jones pinned 
17th-ranked Tyrel Todd of Michigan 41 
seconds into their match. After winning 
by major decision over Brent Parkey of 
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Oklahoma State, 15-4, Jones defeated 
20th-ranked Christian Stinnott of Central 
Michigan, 6-4, to earn his fourth win of 
National Duals. 

Some newcomers could also have an 
impact. The Huskers new recruiting class 
was ranked fifth by Wrestling Illustrated 
News magazine in its June 9, 2006 issue. 
Included among the 13 signees are four 
wrestlers ranked in the top 20 nationally 
in Intermat’s High School All-Class Indi- 
vidual rankings. 

“We're excited about this class." Man- 
ning said. “These young men are good 
students and great wrestlers. Our phi- 
losophy is to recruit tough, hard-nosed 
competitors who are willing to work hard, 
and these guys fill that criteria. We're re- 
ally excited about these young men join- 
ing the Husker wrestling family” 

Nebraska added some additional clout 
to the coaching staff as well this fall, 


when Olympic silver medalist Sammy 
Hensen signed on. Henson won the sil- 
ver at 121 pounds at the 2000 Olympic 
games in Sydney. 

“We are excited to add Sammie to our 
coaching staff” said Manning. “He brings 
an intensity and work ethic to Nebraska 
that will help our lightweights become the 
best. Sammie’s competitiveness and te- 
nacity fit the mold of Nebraska wrestling.” 

“I'm excited about this opportunity,’ 
Henson said. “| worked with Manning 
at Northern lowa, and | respect him as 
a coach and as a Colleague. He's doing 
great things with this program. There’s 
a lot of young talent at Nebraska, espe- 
cially among the lightweights.’ 

The Big 12 conference appears set to 
be dominant once again, with Oklahoma 
State, Oklahoma, Missouri and lowa 
State all listed in USA Today/Intermat's 
top six. 





swimming 
Diving 





PABLO MORALES, HEAD COACH 


By Richard Mac 


The name Pablo Morales is synonymous with Swimming and 
Diving and Olympic success. The two-time gold medal winner 
became the head coach at Nebraska in July of 2001, and the 
program has been in a steady upturn ever since. 

The Big Red has regained its stature in the Big 12 the 
past three years by putting together a combined dual record 
of 22-5, including a 7-2 mark in 2005-06 and a 36th-place 
finish at the NCAA Championships. Before Morales’ arrived in 
Lincoln, improvement like that seemed a long shot, especially 
after a short-handed Nebraska team was winless in 2001-02 
(0-3). Three years later, NU raced to an 8-1 dual record in 
2004-05 and became the first Husker swimming and diving 
team ever to win eight consecutive meets. Morales led the 
Huskers out of the bottom of the Big 12 and up to a fourth- 
place finish in 2004 and third place in 2005. Nebraska has 


| WANT THEM TO HAVE THE BEST 
SEASON THAT THEY HAVE EVER HAD, 
AND | ALSO WANT US TO ESTABLISH 
A TEAM ATMOSPHERE AND BUILD 
AN EXCITEMENT TOWARD HUSKER 
SWIMMING AND DIVING. 


- Head Coach Pablo Morales 


continued to move toward its goals of past dominance when 
the Huskers won five-straight conference titles from 1994 
to 1999. 

This season, behind the strong efforts of Lauren Bailey and 
Kate Wheeler, the Huskers are again off to a good start and 
poised to make a run at the Big 12 Championship. 

They'd be a slam dunk for the title if their coach could dive 
back into the water and compete again. 

Morales remains the all-time leading scorer at the NCAA 
Championships, and is considered by many the greatest male 
swimmer in U.S. history, winning a record 11 individual titles 
while competing for Stanford. He led the Cardinal to three 
straight NCAA titles and four Pac-10 titles. An Academic-All 
American selection in 1987 as well, Morales was the captain 
of the 1992 Men's Olympic swimming team and was named 
USOC Sportsman of the Year. 

“In my experiences, | have been fortunate to have had a long 
career as a competitor)’ Morales noted. “I was able to train with 
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coaches whom | think are some of the best in the world. | have 
learned from them, and | have learned from myself. | believe that 
all of my experiences have prepared me for coaching. | have a 
good feel for the contours of teams that are successful. | know 
how they practice, train and compete: 

Morales used his legendary Olympic status to help secure the 
2008 U.S. Olympic swimming trials that were recently awarded 
to Omaha. Morales had the chance to work on the selection 
process and serve a role in the decision that will give Nebraska 
its first Olympic event in history. 

“For Omaha to get the bid is outstanding,’ Morales said. “It is 
the preeminent swimming event for United States swimming, 
and it will be happening right here. This is an amazing showcase, 
not only for the city of Omaha, but also for swimming in Nebraska 
and the Midwest” 





As he continues to build a powerhouse program at Nebraska, 
Morales keeps his swimmers focused on success in the 
classroom and in the pool. Nebraska has established itself 
among the nation’s best in academic support and athletics. 
Over the past two seasons, 72 percent of Morales’ student- 
athletes have been named to the Big 12 Commissioner's Honor 
Roll each semester. 

“| want our swimmers to achieve their goals of faster times 
and lifetime bests.” Morales said. “| want them to have the best 
season that they have ever had, and | also want us to establish 
a team atmosphere and build an excitement toward Husker 
swimming and diving. 

“Competing in the Big 12 is a great opportunity to be a part 
of a strong conference,” Morales continued. “To say that we are 
in the Big 12 and that we will compete against some of the best 
swimmers and teams in the country is great. It helps to bring in 
recruits when they can look and see you will compete against 
the nation's best teams.’ 


4a RACHEL MADE AS MUCH There was an element of concern surrounding the Husker Volleyball team 


at the start of the year — especially when Christina Houghtelling, the 2005 


IMPROVEMENT AS ANYONE ON National Player of the Year, went down for the season with an injury. Head 


Coach John Cook knew he could still rely on sensational Sarah Pavan 


QUR TEAM SINCE THE START to lead the Big Red, but others were going to have to step up, too, if 


Nebraska was to fulfill the promise of their pre-season #1 ranking and get 


OF LAST SEASON. WE PLAN back to the national championship match. 
ON USING HER IN SEVERAL Cook's concerns have been eased by the play of some new faces, including 


super sophomore Jordan Larson, freshman Rachel Holloway and another 


BACK ROW POSITIONS sophomore, former walk-on Rachel Schwartz. 
A N D EX P E C I H E R TO P LA Y Predictably, Pavan, Dani Busboom and Tracy Stalls have had big seasons 


in leading NU to another Big 12 title and a run at the national championship. 
A MAJOR ROLE FOR US. zy But it's been the play of Larson, Holloway and Schwartz that has drawn big 


praise from the Husker coaches. 


- Head Coach John Cook 


Larson came to NU after a dazzling prep career that included a boatload 
of international experience. Noting that she was a star in high school 
doesn't tell the story. Larson was also a member of the U.S. Junior National 
Volleyball Team for two years and was named the Most Valuable Player 
and Best Receiver at the 2004 NORCECA Championships, leading Team 
USA to the gold medal. She joined Pavan on the 2004 NORCECA All- 
Tournament Team. Larson also competed at the Youth World Tournament 
in Poland in August of 2003, earning a spot on the all-tournament team. 


Larson has been a problem for Big 12 opponents as the Big Red rolled 
through conference play again this season, posting more consecutive 
double-double performances than any Husker player in the past decade. 
Holloway, the consistent setter from Aurora, Colorado has been responsible 
for nearly 80% of the team's sets this season. Holloway co-captained the 
U.S. Youth National team in 2004 and 2005, leading Team USA to a fourth 
place finish at the 2005 Under-18 World Championships. 


Schwartz, a part-time player from Lincoln, who was used mostly as a 
serving specialist a season ago, has been a key defensive player. She had 
a sterling performance at Texas, recording 15 digs, that game coming on 
the heels of a 13 dig performance at Kansas State. 


Cook has not been surprised by the emergence of Schwartz. “Rachel 
made as much improvement as anyone on our team since the start of last 
season,’ he said. “We plan on using her in several back row positions and 
expect her to play a major role for us” 


As the Huskers roll through the Big 12 and into the national tournament, 
Larson, Holloway and Schwartz will be counted on to continue their high 
level of play. 
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N 20 QUESTIONS V 


CIM BURKE 


Nebraska has produced a number of Major League baseball 
players, but only a few have had the success of Tim Burke, 
the all-star reliever who pitched for the Cornhuskers in 1979 
and 1980. He was drafted by Pittsburgh, but made his big 
splash with the Montreal Expos. A native of Omaha, Burke 
set an National League rookie record with a league-leading 
78 appearances in 1985. He won his first eight Major League 
decisions and finished 9-4 with eight saves. An All Star in 1989 
while a member of the Expos, Burke posted 49 wins and over 
100 saves, including 28 in 1989, during an eight year major 
league Career. 

The Cornhusker caught up with the former Husker hurler and 
author of the book, “Major League Dad" to find out what life has 
been throwing at him the past few years. 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH YOURSELF 
THESE DAYS? 
| am working for Hockey Ministries International. | oversee 
chapels at the NHL level, and also do the chapels for the 
Colorado Avalanche. 


ARE YOU STILL INVOLVED WITH BASEBALL 

AT ALL? 
No, | just stay in touch with a few guys who are now 
coaching and friends whom | used to play with. 


WHAT ARE YOUR BEST MEMORIES OF 
PLAYING BASEBALL AT NEBRASKA? 
That was my first experience with playing on a good team 
against top notch national caliber players. My coach saw 
some potential in me, and that is where | first realized | 
could be good, 


| WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO 

ATTEND NEBRASKA? 
| was a huge Nebraska fan of all the sports. | considered 
it a huge honor to be able to play baseball at the school 
that | idolized. 


YOU’VE SEEN THE GROWTH OF THE HUSKER 
BASEBALL PROGRAM IN RECENT YEARS. 
WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON NEBRASKA 
BASEBALL NOW? 
It's a program as good as anywhere in the country. Mike 
Anderson has done a great job restoring that program. | 
am enjoying following their seasons! 


YOU WERE A NATIONAL LEAGUE ALL-STAR, 
AND HAD A GREAT MAJOR LEAGUE CAREER. 
WHAT STANDS OUT THE MOST? 
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Pitching in the 1989 All-Star game with Tommy Lasorda 
as the manager. | threw two scoreless innings and then 
jumped on a plane to Guatemala to adopt our son Ryan. 


YOU RETIRED AT A PRETTY YOUNG AGE. ANY 
REGRETS ABOUT THAT DECISION? 
No, we were waiting on our fourth adopted child with 
special needs to come home and that became more of a 
priority to me than baseball. | miss playing baseball, but | 
don't regret leaving. 


AFTER YOU RETIRED, DID YOU CONSIDER 
COACHING AT THE PRO OR COLLEGE LEVEL? 
No, | had no desire to be traveling to that extent any 

more. 


WHILE RETIRED, YOU DECIDED TO WRITE A 
BOOK ABOUT YOUR EFFORTS TO ADOPT 
FOREIGN BORN CHILDREN IN NEED. 
WHAT PROMPTED THAT DECISION? 
Focus on the Family wanted to do a book on our story, 
adopting special needs children. We thought it would be 
an encouragement to other parents thinking about doing 
the same thing. 


4G AN ATHLETE IN ANY SPOR 








SHOULD TRY AND BE THE BEST 
THEY CAN BE LEGALLY anp within 
THE RULES OF THE SPORT. 


TELL US ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE OF 

WRITING THAT BOOK. 
We had a wonderful writer, Gregg Lewis, help Christine 
and | write it. He wanted it to feel like we were sitting 
down having coffee with the reader, with both of us 
telling our story from our own perspective. At times, 
it was very painful to reveal parts of our story, while 
at other times we had a lot of fun sharing the joyful 
aspects of our lives and children. Overall, it was a 
great experience. 


WHEN THE BOOK WAS FINISHED, HOW DID 
YOU FEEL? 
Incredibly relieved and also very vulnerable that people 
knew so much about us. 


HAS ANYTHING CHANGED SINCE THEN? ARE 

THERE PLANS FOR ANY OTHER BOOKS? 
Everything has changed since then. Our dreams as a 
family were shattered. It’s too long and too hard to fully 
explain all that happened. In a nut shell, we found out 
some of our children were suffering from a disorder called 
Reactive Attachment Disorder (RAD). We had no clue 
about what that meant 18 years ago. We have battled 
through this and we've all grown spiritually in ways we 
never imagined. Growing usually comes through difficult 
times, and Christine and | still feel like it has all been worth 
it. There are no plans for another book. 


WHAT’S THE ONE THING PEOPLE DON’T 
REALIZE ABOUT ADOPTING A CHILD? 
That these children have a past, even if they are infants. 
It will probably not go the way you imagine it, but that’s 
okay because it may not go the way you imagine it 
with your biological children, either. We think adoption 
is wonderful! 


NOW THAT YOU’RE AN OBSERVER OF MLB, 
WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE 
PRO GAME? 


SF THEY CHEAT, | FEEL LIKE THEY’RE WEAK. J 


There may not be as much strategy as there used to be, 
but the players are bigger, stronger, faster, and it is still a 
beautiful game. 


WHAT ABOUT COLLEGE BASEBALL? 
| feel it is the purest form of baseball you can find. There's 
great enthusiasm from the players, and they are out there 
having a blast and trying to win a game. It is fun to watch 
their passion! 


IF YOU HAD A SON WHO WAS A 
PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL PROSPECT 
COMING OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL, WOULD 
YOU WANT HIM TO GO TO COLLEGE 
OR SIGN WITH A PROFESSIONAL TEAM? 
Unless he is a real high draft pick, the college experience 
is great for any guy to go through. 


WHICH PLAYERS DO YOU ENJOY WATCHING 
THE MOST NOW? 
| enjoy watching pitchers who know how to pitch. Pitchers 
who keep the hitters off balance and don't just try to blow 
it by everybody. 


HOW DO THE PLAYERS TODAY COMPARE 
WITH THE GUYS YOU PLAYED WITH AND 
AGAINST A FEW YEARS AGO? 
In many ways they just keep getting better and better. 
They're bigger, stronger, and faster. 


WHAT DO YOU THINK WHEN YOU HEAR 

ABOUT A MLB PITCHER GETTING IN 

TROUBLE FOR USING STEROIDS? 
It bothers me a lot! | think an athlete in any sport should try 
and be the best they can be legally and within the rules of 
the sport. If they cheat, | feel like they're weak. 


WHERE DID YOU KEEP YOUR PINE TAR? 
| didn't use any foreign substances... | tried to get them 
out the old fashioned way! 
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By Mark Knudson 


32 YEARS AGO, a lanky right hander from California transferred to Nebraska to play quar- 
terback for the Cornhuskers. As a sophomore, he split playing time with another future 
NY od B= fe Late) Mer] | (-eam ol 0] am al -MRU7-SoMe (ole) diate Mol m@manle)c-Me)elelelatlaliayme-lile mM e)ie(e(-lae-ie-le(-melum allen) 
to showcase his talents. So Vince Ferragamo left the University of California in 1974 to 
come to Nebraska, to jump start a football career that would eventually take him to the 
Super Bowl. 


Sam Keller was born in California a decade later, the son of former Michigan and Dallas 
Cowboy linebacker Mike Keller. Little did anyone know that someday Sam would follow 
the same path from the Golden state to the Pac 10 conference, and finally, to Lincoln - with 
dreams of his own career turning out the same way Ferragamo’s did, both at Nebraska 
Elite Mel=\\(elalem 


They are big and successful footsteps that Keller will attempt to follow for his senior year 
at Nebraska in 2007. During two seasons at the helm of the Huskers offense, Ferragamo 
earned All-America honors, doing so as a senior in 1976. That season, he threw 20 touch- 
re (oy aM oy-1-s-1-1-M CoM-1-) @- Bim glee) Mc-leve) co tal-| @al-t-e- Colele Malti Melt lac-la)a@alel-).<-1g Ola 4-loM F-\] (0) a o)ce) <— BO mien 
it this season. He also passed for 2,071 yards as a senior, the fourth highest totalinteam =.= Besant 
history, and his career passer rating of 147.7 remains the best ever at Nebraska. Beforehe “= seater stan 
graduated, Ferragamo had also earned Academic All-America honors and was a National 
Football Foundation Scholarship Award winner. At Nebraska, he could excel in the class- 
room and on the football field. 
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was more important than it was at Cal” 


While he liked Bears coach Mike White, leaving Berkley was not a tough decision for Fer- 
ragamo. As a sophomore, he split time with future NFL star Steve Bartkowski, and wins 
were not easy to come by. With two years of eligibility left, Ferragamo knew he was do- 
ing the right thing by stepping up to the Big Eight. He spent a red shirt season watching 
Husker star David Humm re-write the record books in 1974 before getting his shot the 
following year. 


“When | saw Hummer play, | knew this offense was for me,’ said Ferragamo. 


That he would take over for Humm wasn't a slam dunk. When he transferred to Nebraska, 
Ferragamo found himself listed as the number seven quarterback on the depth chart. He 
WVE-tMe Collate mcomat-\-MCoM-t-lerMalicme) ih ine milanes 


“| had to make it work. | had to work through some things, work my way up,’ he recalled. He 
did, and he excelled, leading the Huskers to 19 wins over two seasons and a Bluebonnet 
soy Mi UlemismaltMilar-| mee) |(-1e(-Met-lagl =e 
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In 1979, after taking over as the starter, Ferragamo led the Rams to the franchise’s first 
Super Bowl appearance, a game they eventually lost to the Pittsburgh Steelers. In 1980, 
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4 4] >, short. | know they work; out together in the off ‘season, and ‘ 
ut that’s ‘important. He has to Segre that'special feeling with 
his teammates” 





he threw 30 touchdown passes, and twice during his Rams 
career, he threw five touchdown passes in a single game: 
al Rc alial.@ui mn cUlgul-vo Melt) ate (ololeM co) alan (- Mam al-M- (elo (-le Mim Me (e)m come) {-)y 
roa M-Mat-it(elat-|meceyalccvarellilem(-y-lstm lim icela) ae) mM elie le (-ar-lt lel lem 
and moving away from California turned out to be a real 
growth experience for me. It was a lot of fun to play on that 
Nebraska team?” 


Ferragamo does not know a lot about Keller, but he does 
know that some challenges await the Arizona State transfer. 
First, he will have to earn his playing time next season, just 
as Ferragamo did. 


“The problem is that he only ‘has one year left,’ said 


Ferragamo. “The requirementi is heavy: He hasa responsibility | $ 
to learn the ottenges because his prepataticn time is pretty- 


Noting that Keller left ASU after losing his starting job to 
sophomore Rudy Carpenter, Ferragamo added, “Ultimately 
you want to play, and he’s going somewhere where he 
thinks he will? 


“He looks at Nebraska as an opportunity” said Nebraska 
Head Coach Bill Callahan when Keller arrived in Lincoln in 
August. “What's really exciting is that in talking to Sam and 
his family, he wants to come in here and compete just like 
anyone else. He wants to earn his stripes and earn his role, 
and he’s willing to sit out a year and prepare himself for the 
competition in the spring” 


Injured in Arizona State’s seventh game of the 2005 season, 
Keller missed the end of last year after breaking his thumb 
against Oregon. He was replaced by Carpenter, who posted 
great numbers himself the rest of the season, finishing as 
the nation’s leader in passing efficiency. After much debate 
and some twists and turns late in the summer, ASU head 
coach Dirk Koetter elected to keep Carpenter as his starter 
reCoylate Mial Com tal woi-t- le) 1B 


That decision prompted Keller to transfer. He chose 
Nebraska over several other schools, including Oklahoma. 
The 6’4” 230-pound right hander has kept a low profile 
during this red shirt season, running the scout team in 
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practice, and impressing Husker coaches, who have 
praised his talent and worth ethic. Keller isn’t talking to the 
aar=velfoMe lO lalate megl=Woy-t- 1-19) a male) mm fom al-M ol colett-linalisle Mallieei-))m dale 
heir apparent to Taylor in 2007. Callahan has said only that 
Keller will be part of a group, which includes this season’s 
io) off of-(o1 tal] of (ol MCt-layAm tal-] Mul | Mere)is) ol-3¢- Mice) miele tl atlale me) e) 
next season. 


“| think we have a unique circumstance here and a unique 
re) oy elo) acblalinmie)me thm cokerelenl- Bla Mal-1c-¥-lnle Reve) eg) ol) (mm Or it-lal-1n 
told the media when word of Keller’s transfer became 
official. “I think the (West Coast) offense in itself is a lure 
in terms of what we have to offer and what it can do for a 
quarterback. and’ how it can progress his potential for the | 
years after collegé football”, 


“He wants to earn his stripes and 
earn his role, and he’s willing to sit 
out a year and prepare himself for 
ival=mece) gal el-iaid(e)a Miami al=m-j ol al ale 


- Bill Callahan 


. 


*“thosé who nave: seen Keller play believe he has Fie | (-1- | aaa 
future after college. football, He has already performed well a 


on the big stage, having passed for 370 yards to earn Most 
Valuable Player honors in a Sun Bowl win over Purdue at 
the end of the 2004 season. Most believe that Nebraska 
caught a huge break getting Keller, a player whom NFL 
scouts say had the best arm in a Pac 10 conference that 
included USC’s Matt Leinart. 


Through the first seven games of ’05, the Danville, California 
fe) cole l0(oim at-le Mr-]|e-1-[¢\Vmy ef-[--1-10 Mh Ce) mm AO Mm coll lerale le) al-M-lale Maa le)e) 
than 2,100 yards. That included a pair of 400-yard passing 
games (461 yards and four TD’s against national power 
LSU) and a 347-yard day against USC - a team that will visit 
Lincoln in mid September of 2007. In 378 pass attempts as a 
Sun Devil, Keller threw only 11 interceptions. 


This season, Keller has patiently awaited his next opportunity 
as he cheers on Taylor and the Huskers from the sidelines. 
A full year in the Nebraska system should give him a 
great jump start on his senior season. His presence could 
mean great things for the Huskers — who return players 
with starting experience at nine other offensive positions 
TapAtley A 


Like Ferragamo, Keller’s timing appears to be great. Should 
he earn the starting job, he could be stepping in to an offense 
that’s ready to get on a big time roll. That will give him the 
chance to guide his new team all the way to a championship 
Ela) (=e) e-0-).¢- lao el-\e) alee 








INTERESTED IN 
HELPING THE 7 
NEBRASKA 

FOOTBALL = 
PROGRAM? = 


JOIN THE TOUCHDOWN CLUB 
OF NEBRASKA TODAY! — 


The TDC has approximately 3,000 | As a Touchdown Club member, you will receive: z ee 











members. Minimum annual membership fee - Priority for football tickets and parking, home and away, —— 
is $300. Many of our members contribute and other football related activities... 
- A chance to join players and coaches for exclusive 
more than that. LAO RS, +f 
ri; send 2 ) after-practice picnic and special recruiting dinner on 
e money raised by the TDC (more than Pebruary 8. 2007...; 
a million dollars each year) goes exclusively - Each quarterly issue of The Cornhusker magazine as a part 
to the football program to be used in any of your membership... 
manner beneficial to the program. The TDC — 
recently provided funds to furnish the new We would like to increase our membership and thereby provide 
locker room, and before that, $1 million additional funds for the football program. If you wish to join, please —- 
was donated to assist in the construction of call the Nebraska Athletic Development office at 402.472.2367. 


the new Tom and Nancy Osborne facility. 
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A record crowd made game day vs. 
Texas a national event. “The crowd 
was great. This is still the best place to 
play on the road in the country. These 
people are great. You've got people 
before the game shaking your hand 
saying ‘Welcome, I’m glad you're here: 
You've got people at halftime (saying) 
‘Great first half, coach’ Sometimes 
you're taken back by it because that 
doesn't happen a lot where we travel.” 
- Texas Coach Mack Brown 


Spirits were high as the Huskers 
took an early lead. “This is probably 
the loudest that I've ever heard 

(in Memorial Stadium). It was 

a great atmosphere. The fans 

were jumping around. It makes 

for a really great memory.’ 

- Andrew Shanle 


The Big Red offense used some 
razzie dazzle to put Texas on the 
ropes. “It was a great call. We 
had run the sweep a few times 
already and their secondary was 
over pursuing. It is probably the 
best throw Marlon has ever had. | 
thought for a second that he was 
going throw it up into the stands, 
but it obviously ended up okay.’ 
- Zac Taylor 
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The offensive line 

strategized on how 
to attack the vaunted 
Texas defense. 





“Blackout” conditions helped spur 
a valiant effort by the Husker D. “It's 
not surprising to see that kind of 
support from Nebraska fans. We 
knew that they were still proud of 
us. We could lose every game 

and our fans would still sell out 

the stadium and support us.’ 

- Zac Taylor 














Snow flurries fell as the Huskers held 
the lead late over the Longhorns. 
“After the game they were saying to us 
‘see you in K.C! They showed a lot of 
respect in the game; they didn’t play 
dirty or make any cheap shots. | would 
love to play these guys again’ 

- Brandon Jackson 


“Another great Texas-Nebraska game. 
| think the three that we've played 
here now have come down to the last 
minute of the game. They have just 
been great games for college football” 
- Mack Brown 
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Norman, Oklahoma 


They're words that Longfellow would describe as “those etched 
so deep into the heart they will remain a treasured keepsake.’ 
And so they are. And so they will be. And so, too, should he. 


When, on occasion, someone asks about the founding 
traditions of Nebraska football, the list is hardly complete 
without “Mr. Football” He was a tall and lanky fellow from 
Dow City, lowa. Lyell Bremser was hired as a young staff 
announcer with a big voice, a talent for the clarinet and an 
engaging personality at 50,000 watt Midwest powerhouse 
radio station KFAB in the late 1930's. He was a hit as a 
public speaker and in demand at community events. He also 
served as an early track announcer at Ak-Sar-Ben where many 
believed his greatest talent lay. Eventually, Lyell’s natty business 
skills and loyalty to the company led him to management. He 
was a respected leader within the business community and 
broadcasting industry. 


But, it was as the spellbinding narrator of the Big Red, a career 
that spanned five decades, that he became a broadcasting icon. 
It came about in an unusual way. He came to KFAB to serve as 
a back-up announcer on sports, but the regular voice was in 
poor health. Lyell became the Husker announcer just two weeks 
before the start of the 1940 season when that poor fellow died 
of a heart attack. 


Through his early years, few things about the Huskers were 
constant. One of them was losing. The other was Bremser. Yet 
his talents and pure passion kept the legions of fans faithful. He 
elevated the few stars we had (Tom Novak, Bobby Reynolds, 
Pat Fischer) and celebrated those rare great wins. There was 
little television coverage of college football then, so his audience 
was quite captive and grew larger each fall. When Devaney 
arrived in the autumn of '62, finally Nebraska had a team worthy 
of its voice, 


Bremser’s apex was when the play was meaningful and the 
athlete stellar. There were memorable calls involving Tony Jeter, 
Bob Brown, Freeman White and Kent McCloughan. But it 
wasn't until a skinny black kid from Omaha Tech took the field in 
1970 that Bremser and Johnny “The Jet" Rodgers strode side- 
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“The give is to Kinney... Kinney over the left side... Touchdown! 
74 yards on that drive. 74 yards on the drive and Nebraska forges 
into the lead, 34-31. Oh man, woman and child, | never thought 

! would live this long to see this kind of a football game.” 

Lyell Bremser, KFAB Radio 


by-side into college football history. 


‘Joe Wylie is in to kick for Oklahoma. Johnny Rodgers deep 
for Nebraska. The kick is high; it holds up there. Rodgers 
fields the ball at the 30; he’s hit and got away, back up field 
to the 40 the 45, the 50! The 45, the 40, the 35, the 20, 
the 10. He's all the way home. Holy moly! Man, woman 
and child did that put ‘em in the aisles! Johnny “The Jet” 
Rodgers just tore ‘em loose from their shoes!” 


It was magic. For three seasons, Bremser and Rodgers were 
the Rogers and Hammerstien of Nebraska football. A decade 
later, Lyell reprised the role of gridiron choreographer for a 
powerpack of a back from Camden, New Jersey. 


“The give is to Rozier; he’s right through there to the 40, the 
30, the 20, the 10. He’s in there. Touchdown! Oh, daddy, 
that Rozier is some kind of honey! Man, woman and child, 
somebody tell that kid that when he gets hit, he's supposed 
to go down!” 


He brought the Husker heroes to life on the radio. It was 
squarely in the middle of that passion where Bremser captured 
the hearts of the Husker Nation. 


By contemporary comparison, Lyell was hardly a staccato-like 
technician on the air. He rarely supplemented the basic play-by- 
play with either extensive description of the action or an in depth 
analysis. Bremser was proud to admit that in 43 years, he never 
listened to replays of himself (a common practice designed to 
correct on-air mistakes) because he wanted everything on the 
air to reflect a pure passion for the moment and not to appear 
rehearsed or contrived. 


Upon retirement, he never attended another Husker game. 
Despite great demand, he rarely allowed his name and likeness 
to endorse products or services. 


His legacy survives today largely because of his originality; 
and though some may offer that his shadow casts a foreboding 
challenge to his successors, | find it inspirational and thankful 
for the blueprint he left for this craft some 20 years ago. 


